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5 December 2025
NSW Government — Department of Customer Service
Design and Building Practitioners Audits

Building Commission NSW

By email: dbpaudits@customerservice.nsw.gov.au

Dear Sir/Madam,
RDGM Consultation Feedback

The Australian Institute of Architects thanks the Building Commission NSW (BCNSW) for seeking our
input on the proposed amendments to the passive fire design requirements, which in part arose
from the industry roundtable we hosted on 20 August 2025.

We have reviewed both the Information Sheet and the draft revised version of the RDGM reflecting
the proposed changes provided by your office.

The Institute supports the proposed amendments with some minor adjustments/clarifications.

Our proposed adjustments deliver the responses you seek within three differing processes. Each
responds to actual industry working examples that our members and the wider industry experience
regularly.

A recurring request from our membership is for more detailed, practical examples of what
constitutes an acceptable submission. As such we have taken the liberty of preparing the modified
Processes in the attached Responsibility Matrices. You are welcome to adopt or modify these as you
require.

We acknowledge that there is currently limited expertise within the construction community to
enable accurate and appropriate solutions to address the passive fire design requirements of
projects, and our response provides workable options for our industry to address this need.

We will continue to remind our members to work only within their areas of professional
competence.

To support this, the Institute will deliver a training session on this topic for members and the
broader industry in 2026. This will work through the finalised amendments to clearly demonstrate
what is required under the DPBA and include presentations from relevant consultants with real
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examples. We would welcome the participation of your office in this online seminar and will contact
you separately to coordinate suitable timing and attendees.

We thank you for your continued consultation and for involving us in the development of practical,
workable solutions to the challenges faced by the construction industry. We look forward to
continuing this dialogue throughout 2026 and beyond.

Yours faithfully,
Elizabeth Carpenter
NSW Chapter President
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Sample Passive Fire Protection Responsibility Matrices
Process 1
In this process:

o The Architect defines the appropriate floor and wall FRL's and may produce setout drawings of all
penetrations. They also coordinate the full consultant team.

e The consultant team works with the Architects and the Specialist Passive Fire Consultant to define the
requirements of their specialised scope. If the Specialist Passive Fire Consultant does not produce
drawings, the Consultant will tag their drawings for all penetrations associated with their scope from
the Project Passive Fire Protection Schedule.

e The Specialist Passive Fire Consultant produces the specifications, schedule(inclusive of collar types,
FRL and Test references), details and reference drawings for all penetrations. They may include the
setout of these penetrations on their drawings, and if not, the architect will produce such setout
untagged drawings.

e Responsibilities must be clearly defined and referenced to identify the accountable practitioner for
each type of service penetration.
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Sample Passive Fire Protection Responsibility Matrices
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Process 1: Working Example
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Specialist Passive Fire Consultant Drawing or Consultant (tagged) drawing
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Architect Drawing

FLOOR PENETRATION

E;(ample:
Penetration/TAG/Collar Type Schedule prepared by a Specialist Passive Fire Consultant
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Sample Passive Fire Protection Responsibility Matrices
Process 2
In this process:

o The Architect defines the appropriate floor and wall FRLs and produces setout drawings of
penetrations. They also coordinate the full consultant team. The Architect will produce specifications,
schedule(inclusive of collar types, FRL and Test references), details and reference for all penetrations
not covered by the consultant team members scopes.

e The consultant team works with the architects to define the requirements of their specialised scope.
The Consultant will produce the specifications, schedule(inclusive of collar types, FRL and Test
references), details and tagged reference drawings for penetrations associated with their scope

e The Specialist Passive Fire Consultant may be engaged to assist/review the specifications, schedules
(inclusive of collar types, FRL and Test references), details and drawings as prepared by the project
team.

e Responsibilities must be clearly defined and referenced to identify the accountable practitioner for
each type of service penetration.
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Sample Passive Fire Protection Responsibility Matrices

Example 2

FRL Nomination Penetration Setout Passive Fire Design

(specification,
Schedule + Details
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Process 2: Working Example
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Item No  Penetration Type System Brand/Product FRL Item Descriptor Test / Opinion Ref
-/240/180
(150mm)
-1240/120
(120mm)
NS0/FC -1240/240
(170mm)
40-150mm EWFA
8 JPVC/HDPE Cast-In Fire | Promat Promaseal Hi-Blu -/240/180 Collar cast into the concrete slab and concrete slurry to be 45807.7
i Il i I fi f coll
Drainags Fipe Collar Cast in Collar (150mm) removed from underside of collar. (17.06.2021)
-1240/120
(120mm)
100/FC
Promaseal FWC100 to be cast into the slab opening and FSRG
. 100mmuPVC | Cast-In Fire Promat Promaseal Jadorza. || Sewscooursetom timiming:the coliar cowri io:be evel A-17-029A
. Drainage Pipe Collar FWC100H Cast in Collar (150mm) with the top of the slab. Install services within the collar and 28.06.2017
backfill with sand and cement mortar. Ensure that concrete (28.06. )
slurry is removed from the exposed side of collar.
100/FC
asiie Annular gap to be no larger than Smm. Install pipe through Warri Fi
48~ 100w Retrofit Fire Fromal | fofaassa {1B0mm) slab egn:matiun Sealinnular El V\;ilh Prorﬂ:seal ANg wi ety
10. uPVC Drainage FC/FCS 40 - 100 Collars oF : il . 2R0e00T
Pipe Collar & AN Acrylic Sealant 1240120 acrylic sealant. Install retrofit fire collar to the underside of (9.09.2021)
(120mm) the slab and fix with 4-off 6mm x 35mm dynabolt fasteners.
50/FC i
E:lsﬂmm uPVC Retrofit Fire Promat Promaseal FC -1240/240 Annular gap to be no larger than 5mm. Install pipe through Warrington Fire
11. Drainage Pi Collar 150 Collars & AN Acrylic (150mm) slab penetration. Seal annular gap with Promaseal AN 29592300.7
sl Sealant acrylic sealant. Install retrofit fire collar to the underside of (9.09.2021)
Example:

Penetration/TAG/Collar Type Schedule prepared by each consultant for their specialised scope
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Example:

Consultant Drawing
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Example:

Architect Drawing inclusive of penetration setouts and reference for collars not covered by other consultants
(if required)
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Sample Passive Fire Protection Responsibility Matrices
Process 3
In this process:

o The Architect defines the appropriate floor and wall FRLs, produces setout drawings of penetrations,
specifications, schedule(inclusive of collar types, FRL and Test references), details and reference for all
penetrations. They also coordinate the full consultant team.

e The consultant team works with the architects to define the requirements of their specialised scope.
The Consultant will produce tagged reference drawings for penetrations associated with their scope.

e A Specialist Passive Fire Consultant may be engaged to assist/review the specifications, schedules
(inclusive of collar types, FRL and Test references), details and drawings as prepared by the Architect.

e Responsibilities must be clearly defined and referenced to identify the accountable practitioner for
each type of service penetration.

e The architectural scope requires specialised knowledge and should not be undertaken without
suitable expertise.
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Sample Passive Fire Protection Responsibility Matrices

Example 3
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FRL Nomination

Penetration Setout

Passive Fire Design
(specification,
Schedule + Details

Architect

Defines FRL potentially
in conjunction with
other specialist
consultants/certifiers

May produce setouts of
penetrations if not
prepared by the
Specialist Passive Fire
Consultant

Covers all Penetrations,
producing drawings,
specifications and
details. They may also
produce setout
drawings

Structural
JEngineer

Coordinates with the
Architect

Drainage
Engineer

Coordinates with the
Architect

Electrical
Engineer

Coordinates with the
Architect

Mechanical
Engineer

Coordinates with the
Architect

Facade
Engineer

Coordinates with the
Architect

IFire Safety
Engineer

Coordinates with the
Architect

Specialist
Passive Fire
Consultant

If engaged may assist
the architectin the
preparation of
specifications,
schedules and details
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Process 3: Working Example

Item No  Penetration Type System Brand/Product Item Descriptor Test / Opinion Ref
-1240/180
(150mm)
-1240/120
(120mm)
150/FC -1240/240
(170mm)
40 - 150mm EWFA
8 uPVC/HDPE Cast-In Fire | Promat Promaseal Hi-Blu -1240/180 Collar cast into the concrete slab and concrete slurry to be 45807.7
Drainage Pipe Collar Cast in Collar (150mm) removed from underside of collar. (17.06.2021)
-1240/120
(120mm)
00/FC
Promaseal FWC100 to be cast into the slab opening and FSRG
100mmuPVC | Cast-In Fire Promat Promaseal Jadorza. || Sewscooursetom timiming:the coliar cowri io:be evel A-17-029A
9. Drainage Pi Collar FWC100H Cast in Collar 150mm with the top of the slab. Install services within the collar and
BariPe ( ) backfill with sand and cement mortar. Ensure that concrete (28.06.2017)
slurry is removed from the exposed side of collar.
100/FC
asiie Annular gap to be no larger than Smm. Install pipe through Warri Fi
48~ 100w Retrofit Fire Fromal | fofaassa {1B0mm) slab egn:matiun Sealinnular El V\;ilh Prorﬂ:seal ANg :gslggl:;o '.lre
10. uPVC Drainage FCIFCS 40 - 100 Collars i : ol a4 } :
Pipe Collar & AN Acrylic Sealant 1240120 acrylic sealant. Install retrofit fire collar to the underside of (9.09.2021)
the slab and fix with 4-off 6mm x 35mm dynabolt fasteners.
(120mm)
50/FC ; ;
! Promat Promaseal FC -1240/240 Annular gap to be no larger than 5mm. Install pipe through Warmingion Eira
150mm uPVC Retrofit Fire . . ) 29592300.7
11. Drainage Pi Collar 150 Collars & AN Acrylic (150mm) slab penetration. Seal annular gap with Promaseal AN
oe.Fipe Sealant acrylic sealant. Install retrofit fire collar to the underside of (9.09.2021)
Example:

Penetration/TAG/Collar Type Schedule prepared by Architect
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Consultant Drawing

Example Matrix 2:
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Example:
Architect Drawing inclusive of penetration setouts and reference for all collars



