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Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

RDGM Consultation Feedback 

 

The Australian Institute of Architects thanks the Building Commission NSW (BCNSW) for seeking our 

input on the proposed amendments to the passive fire design requirements, which in part arose 

from the industry roundtable we hosted on 20 August 2025. 

 

We have reviewed both the Information Sheet and the draft revised version of the RDGM reflecting 

the proposed changes provided by your office. 

 

The Institute supports the proposed amendments with some minor adjustments/clarifications. 

 

Our proposed adjustments deliver the responses you seek within three differing processes.  Each 

responds to actual industry working examples that our members and the wider industry experience 

regularly.   

 

A recurring request from our membership is for more detailed, practical examples of what 

constitutes an acceptable submission. As such we have taken the liberty of preparing the modified 

Processes in the attached Responsibility Matrices.  You are welcome to adopt or modify these as you 

require. 

 

We acknowledge that there is currently limited expertise within the construction community to 

enable accurate and appropriate solutions to address the passive fire design requirements of 

projects, and our response provides workable options for our industry to address this need. 

 

We will continue to remind our members to work only within their areas of professional 

competence.  

 

To support this, the Institute will deliver a training session on this topic for members and the 

broader industry in 2026. This will work through the finalised amendments to clearly demonstrate 

what is required under the DPBA and include presentations from relevant consultants with real 
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examples.  We would welcome the participation of your office in this online seminar and will contact 

you separately to coordinate suitable timing and attendees. 

  

We thank you for your continued consultation and for involving us in the development of practical, 

workable solutions to the challenges faced by the construction industry. We look forward to 

continuing this dialogue throughout 2026 and beyond. 

  

 

Yours faithfully, 

Elizabeth Carpenter 

NSW Chapter President 
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Sample Passive Fire Protection Responsibility Matrices 
Process 1 
In this process: 

• The Architect defines the appropriate floor and wall FRL’s and may produce setout drawings of all 
penetrations.  They also coordinate the full consultant team.  

• The consultant team works with the Architects and the Specialist Passive Fire Consultant to define the 
requirements of their specialised scope.  If the Specialist Passive Fire Consultant does not produce 
drawings, the Consultant will tag their drawings for all penetrations associated with their scope from 
the Project Passive Fire Protection Schedule. 

• The Specialist Passive Fire Consultant produces the specifications, schedule(inclusive of collar types, 
FRL and Test references), details and reference drawings for all penetrations.  They may include the 
setout of these penetrations on their drawings, and if not, the architect will produce such setout 
untagged drawings. 
 

• Responsibilities must be clearly defined and referenced to identify the accountable practitioner for 
each type of service penetration. 
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Process 1: Working  Example 

    
Example:      
Specialist Passive Fire Consultant Drawing or Consultant (tagged) drawing 
 
 

 
Example: 
Architect Drawing 
 
 

 
Example: 
Penetration/TAG/Collar Type Schedule prepared by a Specialist Passive Fire Consultant 
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Sample Passive Fire Protection Responsibility Matrices 
Process 2 
In this process: 

• The Architect defines the appropriate floor and wall FRL’s and produces setout drawings of 
penetrations.  They also coordinate the full consultant team. The Architect will produce specifications, 
schedule(inclusive of collar types, FRL and Test references), details and reference for all penetrations 
not covered by the consultant team members scopes. 

• The consultant team works with the architects to define the requirements of their specialised scope.  
The Consultant will produce the specifications, schedule(inclusive of collar types, FRL and Test 
references), details and tagged reference drawings for penetrations associated with their scope 

• The Specialist Passive Fire Consultant may be engaged to assist/review the specifications, schedules 
(inclusive of collar types, FRL and Test references), details and drawings as prepared by the project 
team. 
 

• Responsibilities must be clearly defined and referenced to identify the accountable practitioner for 
each type of service penetration. 
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Process 2: Working  Example 

 
Example: 
Penetration/TAG/Collar Type Schedule prepared by each consultant for their specialised scope  
 
 
 

             
Example:                   
Consultant Drawing  
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Example: 

Architect Drawing inclusive of penetration setouts and reference for collars not covered by other consultants 

(if required)  
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Sample Passive Fire Protection Responsibility Matrices 
Process 3 
In this process: 

• The Architect defines the appropriate floor and wall FRL’s,  produces setout drawings of penetrations, 
specifications, schedule(inclusive of collar types, FRL and Test references), details and reference for all 
penetrations.  They also coordinate the full consultant team.  

• The consultant team works with the architects to define the requirements of their specialised scope.  
The Consultant will produce tagged reference drawings for penetrations associated with their scope. 

• A Specialist Passive Fire Consultant may be engaged to assist/review the specifications, schedules 
(inclusive of collar types, FRL and Test references), details and drawings as prepared by the Architect. 
 

• Responsibilities must be clearly defined and referenced to identify the accountable practitioner for 
each type of service penetration. 

• The architectural scope requires specialised knowledge and should not be undertaken without 
suitable expertise. 
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Process 3: Working  Example 
 

 
Example: 
Penetration/TAG/Collar Type Schedule prepared by Architect 
 
 

             
Consultant Drawing                  
Example Matrix 2:               
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Example: 
Architect Drawing inclusive of penetration setouts and reference for all collars  
 

 


