
Pre vs post COVID-19 urban realms

Recent projects in 3 cities in the USA and 3 in Europe, 
with an overview of giving new dimensions and 
potential to the idea of public realm and agency .… 
and consideration of how things might need to change 
in the post COVID-19 world.



During this extraordinary time in America’s cities — weeks of coronavirus lockdowns 
followed by mass protests against police violence and racial inequality — one theme 
runs through the twinned crises: the power and value of public spaces.
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San Francisco
• Salesforce Transit Centre
• California Academy of Science
• de Young Museum



Salesforce Transit Centre
Pelli Clarke Pelli



Salesforce Transit Centre 
Pelli Clarke Pelli



Salesforce Transit Centre podium
Peter Walker + Partners



California Academy of Science
Renzo Piano Building Workshop 





‘Fissure’ 
Andy Goldsworthy 

de Young Museum
Herzog + de Meuron



Hamon observation tower







New York
• The Oculus and 9/11 Memorial

• Whitney Museum

• The High Line

• Hudson Yards

• The Vessel



Crash: 
Crises and Collisions 
in Lower Manhattan
- Excerpt from Nonstop 
Metropolis (Rebecca Solnit)



The Grange
Alexander Hamilton residence 



The Oculus 
Santiago Calatrava

9/11 Memorial
Michael Arad + 
Peter Walker



Hudson River Park - BIGBrooklyn and Hunters Point foreshore



Whitney Museum
Renzo Piano Building Workshop



The Vessel - Heatherwick Studio

Hudson Yards + 
The Shed 
Diller Scofidio + Renfro

The High Line 

Stanley Tigerman



Chicago
• Chicago Riverwalk

• Chicago Architecture Centre

• Millennium Park

• Chicago Architecture Biennial



Chicago River cruise

Vista Tower 
Studio Gang

Apple Store 
Foster + Partners



Chicago Riverside Walk



Dan Ryan Expressway + Sox 35th Subway Station



Chicago Architecture Centre



Cloudgate - Anish Kapoor

BP Bridge + Jay Pritzker Pavilion 
Frank Gehry

Millennium Park



Chicago Architecture Biennial



(re)generating Detroit 
SMM



London
• Kings Cross precinct

• Battersea Power Station

• Deep Listener

• Olafur Eliasson



Kings Cross Station 
MacAslan Partners

Google HQ 
BIG + Heatherwick Studio

Coaldrops Yard Masterplan
Wilkinson Eyre



Coaldrops Yard
Wilkinson Eyre + Heatherwick Studio



Battersea Power Station

• Rafael Vinoly
• Foster + Partners
• Gehry Partners
• Wilkinson Eyre



Deep Listener 
Sir David Attenborough 
+ Jakob Steensen 



In Real Life
Olafur Eliasson



Hamburg
• Elbphilarmonie

• Elbpromenade



Elbphilharmonie
Herzog + de Meuron



Elbphilharmonie
Herzog + de Meuron



Elbpromenade
Zaha Hadid Architects 



Copenhagen
• BIG Give Form

• Bicycle superhighways

• Superkilen parkway

• Amager Bakke (Copenhill)



BLOX Danish Architecture Centre
OMA

Give Form
Bjarke Ingels Group 



Havnebadet Islands
Bjarke Ingels Group

Five Circles bridge 
Olafur Eliasson

Kalvebod Waves 
JDS + KLAR Architects



Superkillen
Bjarke Ingels Group



Maersk Tower 
C F Moller Architects



Amager Bakke (Copenhill) 
Bjarke Ingels Group 



There are many questions on how to live in a 
post COVID-19 world with population density 
and porosity. Fears that disease spreads more 
easily in busy urban centres could already be 
having an impact on attitudes towards living in 
cities – and the ski slope descent with a range 
of moguls and chicanes might be a good 
analogy for multiple challenges as  various 
urban populations seek their route back to 
some some degree of a new normality.



Pre COVID-19

Post COVID-19?



Q + A

Lille Langebro – Copenhagen
Wilkinson Eyre - architects 


