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ABOUT THE INSTITUTE  

 

The Australian Institute of Architects (Institute) is the peak body for the architectural 
profession in Australia. It is an independent, national member organisation with around 
14,000 members across Australia and overseas. 

The Institute exists to advance the interests of members, their professional standards 
and contemporary practice, and expand and advocate the value of architects and 
architecture to the sustainable growth of our communities, economy and culture. 

The Institute actively works to maintain and improve the quality of our built environment 
by promoting better, responsible and environmental design.  

 

PURPOSE  

 

• This submission is made by the Australian Institute of Architects (the Institute) to provide 
input on the North Terrace Cultural Site.  

• At the time of this submission the SA Chapter President is Kirstie Coultas, and the Chief 
Executive Officer is Cameron Bruhn. 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Australian Institute of Architects  
ABN 72 000 023 012 

South Australian Chapter 
L2, 15 Leigh Street  
Adelaide SA 5000 

 
+61 08 8402 5900 

policy@architecture.com.au 

Contact 

Name: Kirstie Coultas | Chapter President (SA) 
Email: sa@architecture.com.au 
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STATE-WIDE FLOOD HAZARD CODE AMENDMENT 

 

   

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Australian Institute of Architects welcomes the opportunity to provide feedback on 
the draft State-Wide Flood Hazard Code Amendment. 

The Institute supports the intent of the Code Amendment to improve flood hazard 
mapping and planning policy across South Australia. Flood risk is a critical built 
environment issue, with direct implications for housing, infrastructure, urban renewal, 
public safety, climate adaptation and the long-term resilience of communities. 

The Institute supports evidence-based planning and the use of contemporary flood 
mapping to inform development assessment. The proposed use of modelled flooding 
conditions to 2050, incorporating projected climate conditions and future development 
growth, is an important step toward embedding climate resilience in South Australia’s 
planning system.  

 

The Institute offers the following comments. 

1. Support for a consistent, evidence-based approach 

The Institute supports the use of updated flood hazard mapping, consistent terminology 
and alignment with national guidance. The proposed changes will improve certainty for 
practitioners, assessment authorities, landowners and communities. 

This is consistent with the National Disaster Risk Reduction Framework, which calls for 
disaster risk-informed decisions, accountable risk reduction, and investment in reducing 
disaster risk.  

2. Balance flood resilience with housing supply and urban renewal 

The Institute supports strong controls in areas of intolerable flood risk, particularly for 
vulnerable land uses such as aged care, hospitals and schools. However, the Code should 
also ensure that land is not unnecessarily sterilised where flood risk can be appropriately 
mitigated through design. 

Planning policy should encourage design-led resilience, including elevated floor levels, 
flood-compatible ground-floor uses, resilient materials, integrated landscape design, 
water-sensitive urban design and adaptable building typologies. 
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3. Strengthen recognition of blue-green infrastructure 

The Institute recommends that the Code Amendment and supporting guidance give 
stronger recognition to nature-based and water-sensitive urban design responses, 
including permeable surfaces, detention landscapes, urban tree canopy, wetlands, swales 
and restored urban watercourses. 

This aligns with South Australia’s own flood management priorities, which identify 
improved integration between stormwater management, urban watercourses, water-
sensitive urban design, climate adaptation and land use planning.  

 

4. Ensure infrastructure planning is integrated with land use planning 

Flood resilience cannot be achieved through individual development assessment alone. 
The Institute recommends that the Code Amendment be supported by coordinated 
catchment-scale infrastructure planning and investment. 

This should include stormwater infrastructure, open space networks, transport corridors, 
public realm upgrades and critical community infrastructure. 

5. Support section 71(e), subject to safeguards 

The Institute supports a more efficient mechanism to update flood hazard overlays as 
new studies become available. However, any streamlined process should include 
appropriate safeguards, including transparent technical evidence, clear Practice 
Directions, notification of affected landowners, and public access to mapping and 
supporting studies. 

The draft Code Amendment acknowledges that section 71(e) updates would not involve a 
full Code Amendment consultation process, making transparency and procedural clarity 
essential.  

6. Provide clear practitioner guidance 

The Institute recommends that PlanSA publish clear implementation guidance for 
architects, planners, councils and accredited professionals. This should include worked 
examples, interpretation guidance, design response options and advice on how flood 
hazard policy interacts with housing, infill, adaptive reuse and strategic urban renewal. 
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Recommendations 

The Institute recommends that the State Planning Commission: 

1. Proceed with the Code Amendment, subject to further refinement through 

consultation.  

2. Ensure flood policy supports design-led mitigation where risk can be safely 

managed.  

3. Strengthen references to blue-green infrastructure and water-sensitive urban 

design.  

4. Align flood hazard planning with catchment-scale infrastructure investment.  

5. Include clear safeguards for future section 71(e) mapping updates.  

6. Publish practical implementation guidance for built environment professionals.  

The Institute would welcome the opportunity to continue working with PlanSA, the State 
Planning Commission and relevant agencies to support a planning framework that 
enables safe, sustainable and climate-resilient development across South Australia. 
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