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Draft Position Statement - Purpose-built student accommodation - Public

consultation feedback form

You are invited to make a submission on the draft Position Statement for Purpose-built student

accommodation.

To have your say on the draft document please complete the feedback form below. The completed
form can be emailed to policy@dplh.wa.gov.au or posted to Department of Planning, Lands and
Heritage, Land Use Planning Policy, Locked Bag 2506, Perth WA 6001.

We encourage you to use the feedback form to help us ensure the Position Statement is meaningful
and useful for key stakeholders, developers and industry.

The 90-day consultation period ends at 5pm, 11 September 2025. Feedback must be submitted by
the consultation end date. Late submissions may not be accepted.

This feedback form is divided into the following parts:

Part1 Submitter’s details

Part 2 Comments on the draft Position Statement

Part3 Land use definitions and additional feedback sought



https://haveyoursay.dplh.wa.gov.au/100566/widgets/462486/documents/307757
https://haveyoursay.dplh.wa.gov.au/100566/widgets/462486/documents/307757
mailto:policy@dplh.wa.gov.au

Part 1 Submitter’s details

Submitter’s name: Jonathan Speer

Email address: Jonathan.speer@architecture.com.au

/Are you submitting on behalf of an organisation?

yes

Organisation name (if applicable):

Australian Institute of Architects

'Which stakeholder group represents you best? We will use your answer to report on the types
of stakeholders we heard from. Select one of the options from the list below.

Industry association

If you selected ‘Other’, please outline what group
best describes your activities?

Insert your stakeholder group here

Submissions may be published as part of the
consultation process. Do you give permission for
lyour name and your organisation’s nhame

(if applicable) to be published?

yes

Please note the following:

e you do not have to answer every question in the feedback form, just those relevant to you

e your response can exceed the size of the comment box provided, please use as much space as

required




Part 2 — Comments on the draft Position Statement

1. Doyouthinkthere is a need for purpose-built student accommodation policy
guidance to assist decision makers and proponents?

Response Yes

Comments The Position Statement provides much-needed clarity for
proponents and decision-makers. Purpose-built student
accommodation (PBSA) is a distinct typology with unique
operational and design needs. Embedding good design principles
into planning policy will help ensure these developments deliver
genuine amenity for residents and contribute positively to the urban
environment.

2. Do you support the following policy intent:

Policy intent

To support the provision and assessment of purpose-built student accommodation (PBSA)
that seeks to promote well-located, high-quality accommodation that is safe, comfortable,
and attractive, while providing broad assessment criteria to ensure consistency within the
State planning framework and to improve design outcomes.

Response Support

Comments Promoting well-located, safe, and high-quality accommodation that
is also visually appealing aligns with broader planning and design
objectives. The adoption of broad assessment criteria is a positive
step toward achieving consistency across jurisdictions, enhancing
outcomes, and ensuring that PBSA contributes meaningfully to both
student well-being and the surrounding urban fabric.

3. Do you support the following policy objectives:

Policy objectives
This position statement seeks to:

* elevate consideration of accommodation for students in strategic planning.

* ensure that the development of appropriately located and high-quality purpose-built
student accommodation provides a safe and comfortable place for students to live
while positively supporting their wellbeing.

* provide planning guidance for decision-makers to considerin the assessment process,
through broad assessment criteria for purpose-built student accommodation.

Response Support

Comments The objectives are well-considered. Elevating student
accommodation in strategic planning is warranted, and the emphasis
on wellbeing and quality design is appropriate. Providing planning
guidance will assist both proponents and decision-makers in
navigating this emerging typology.




4. Ingeneral, do you support the guidance provided in Table 1 - Assessment Criteria of
the draft Position Statement?

Response Support

Comments With criteria that are practical and design-led, basing the
Assessment Criteria on the design principles outlined in State
Planning Policy 7.0 Design of the Built Environment is a good
strategy for delivering high-quality design outcomes, critical for
ensuring PBSA developments are both functional and contextually
appropriate.

5. If you have a comment to make on specific draft policy provisions, please do so in

the below table, adding as many rows as you need.

Section or criteria
heading

Support
Conditional Support
Do not support

Section or criteria Comment

dot point

No position
4. Traffic b. Reduction to Conditional Recommend reframing car
management and | car parking Support parking as a “last resort” in
car parking requirements well-connected urban
areas. Except for building
maintenance, evidence-
based reductions should
be the norm, not the
exception.
6. Functionality a. to ensure that Conditional Given the proliferation of
and build quality | every PBSA can Support this burgeoning typology,

comfortably
accommodate:

considering more
prescriptive, minimum
internal floor areas would
provide better clarity to
proponents.

6. Do you have any additional comments or feedback on the draft Position Statement -
Purpose-built student accommodation?

Comments

The Department is to be commended for initiating this consultation.
The Position Statement is a timely and necessary step toward
improving student housing outcomes in WA. Future iterations could
benefit from clearer guidance on minimum room sizes and alignment
with local planning scheme provisions.




Part 3 — Land use definitions and additional feedback sought

7. Do you think the existing land use of ‘residential building’, is broad enough to include
purpose-built student accommodation?

‘Residential Building’ in the R-Codes (Appendix 1 — Definitions)

“a building or portion of a building, together with rooms and outbuildings separate from such
building but incidental thereto; such building being used or intended, adapted or designed
to be used for the purpose of human habitation:

— temporarily by two or more persons; or

— permanently by seven or more persons, who do not comprise a single family, but
does notinclude a hospital or sanatorium, a prison, a hotel, a motel or a residential

school.”

Response Conditional

Comments While the current definition is broad enough to include PBSA, a
dedicated land use category would provide clarity and reduce
ambiguity.

8. Would a new land use definition be more appropriate?

Response Yes

Comments A specific PBSA definition would better reflect the unique

characteristics of this typology and support consistent application
across local governments.

9. Co-livingresidential accommodation
The WAPC is investigating whether other types of residential accommodation that
has shared facilities or services (i.e. not single, grouped or multiple dwellings) which
do not currently fit within the Residential Design Codes (R-Codes) should be
incorporated within one policy instrument.

These may include accommodation types such as aged persons, specialist disability,
purpose-built student accommodation and co-living proposals.

Do you support this approach?

Response Conditional support

Comments While integration may streamline policy, PBSA, aged persons,
specialist disability, purpose-built student accommodation and co-
living proposals have distinct characteristics and user needs. Any
combined policy should retain specific provisions for each
accommodation type.

10. Definitions
Would you support a broader definition of ‘co-living accommodation’ being used for
these accommodation types (i.e. aged persons, specialist disability, purpose-built




student accommodation and co-living proposals), or would you support specific
definition being used for each type of accommodation?

Response

Create new definitions for each accommodation type

Comments

Each typology of aged care, specialist disability, PBSA and co-living
serves different users and requires tailored design responses. A one-
size-fits-all definition risks diluting the effectiveness of planning
controls.

Thank you for your time in completing this feedback form




